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We are a little over a week into spring and I realize I did not yet send 
out this newsletter…my apologies! Many things have taken place since 
December. We have identified 24 new fourth graders across the 
district, that’s 8 in each school! Testing for grade 5 has also taken place 
with results coming soon!  

In February, I sent out the annual email regarding Hamden Hall’s 
summer engineering program. I encourage all of you to apply if the 
dates work out with your summer vacation plans. This is a FREE camp 
for students that are selected! If you have any questions regarding the 
camp or the application process, please let know. I’m including the 
website below: 

https://www.hamdenhall.org/page/summer/summer-engineering--
science-academy 

On the last page of this newsletter is a link for summer enrichment 
opportunities, don’t forget to take a look! 

 Are you 
in the 
know? 

Follow us on 
Facebook @ 
LEAP in 
Orange to 
receive 
updates, 
photos, etc.  

https://www.hamdenhall.org/page/summer/summer-engineering--science-academy
https://www.hamdenhall.org/page/summer/summer-engineering--science-academy


 

 
What’s Happening in the Talent Pools? 
 
Grade 4  
All fourth graders have begun working on their video games using the Scratch 
programming. For those not familiar with Scratch, it is a platform designed for 
children ages, 8 -16. Scratch is a programming language and an online community 
where children can program and share interactive media such as stories, games, 
and animation with people from all over the world. As children create 
with Scratch, they learn to think creatively, work collaboratively, and reason 
systematically. (Scratch.mit.edu) To read more about Scratch, please visit the 
website below.  
https://llk.media.mit.edu/scratch/Learning-with-Scratch.pdf 

 
By the end of the school, students will be publishing their games for peers to play. 
This will be your chance to also play your child’s game! Stay tuned! 
 
Grade 5 
All fifth graders are wrapping up the stock market game, which has been a’ really 
enjoyable unit.  The online portfolio of earnings and losses, along with each 
groups rankings made learning relevant and fun.  
Aside from the stock portfolio, students learned about bonds and mutual funds 
and diversification. They made decisions as to the type of portfolio they thought 
would make most amount of money in the shortest amount of time.  
The stock market game ends this week, ask your child how their team ranked! 
 
Grade 6 
Students in 6th grade are building bridges! The proposals and blueprints are 
complete. Building takes the shortest amount of time during this unit. I will be 
sending out an email inviting parents in for our presentations in a few short 
weeks.   
The students have worked incredibly hard writing and editing their proposals for 
the last several weeks. The blueprints are precisely measured and drawn to scale. 
It is quite impressive what these youngsters can do!  
 

Below is a link of Summer Enrichment Opportunities: 

HTTPS://WWW.CTGIFTED.ORG/WEBSITE/CMSADMIN/UPLOADS/SUMMER-PROGRAMS-SPREAD%202019.DOC.PDF 

  

 

https://llk.media.mit.edu/scratch/Learning-with-Scratch.pdf
https://www.ctgifted.org/website/cmsAdmin/uploads/Summer-Programs-spread%202019.doc.pdf

