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   LEAPING INTO SUMMER  
 

As I reflect on the school year I 

am always amazed at how fast 

things go and each time I think 

that I always wish I had more 

time! Although the time goes by 

so fast, I am lucky that I am able 

to spend 3 years with these 

dynamic kids. The work they put 

into their projects is remarkable 

and even up to the end of the 

school year 

the 

motivation is 

still very high, 

which is why I 

feel incredibly 

thankful (and 

lucky). 

To my 6th 

graders going off to middle 

school; I wish you the best of the 

luck and I know you ALL will do 

great things. Each of you has 

something special to offer the 

world, don’t ever forget that.  

To my 4th and 5th grade 

students; enjoy the summer, 

don’t forget to read, and maybe 

throw in a few science 

experiments to share with the 

groups in the fall.  If you visit any 

bridges make sure to take 

pictures and send them along! 

Or if you help your parents 

choose stocks to buy, let me 

know ;) 

Please 

refer to the list 

at the end of 

this newsletter 

for some fun 

summer 

enrichment 

opportunities. 

In closing, thank you for 

another great year! I look 

forward to having everyone 

back in August! Enjoy every 

minute of your summer vacation! 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING 2019, ISSUE 3, VOLUME 16 

LEAP NEWSLETTER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Are you in the know? 

To get up-to-date 

information and photos 

regarding LEAP and 

other news regarding 

gifted educations by 

following me on 

Facebook: 

LEAP in Orange  
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TALENT POOL UNIT OVERVIEWS  
  

Grade 4 at Peck Place School, Race Brook School and Turkey Hill School 

 The students wrapped up their video game design units using the Scratch program and I could not 

be more impressed with their skill and determination. In the fall the students will “publish” their games for their 

peers to play.  What we all learned is that is takes A LOT of time and patience to even design just one level. 

The students had the stick-to-itiveness attitude and designed some interesting and challenging games.  

 The groups are currently sharing all of their games with one another and giving constructive 

feedback for each game. Along with this, they will be adding helpful hints to a guide for the upcoming 4th 

graders on how-to create a video game on Scratch. 

Skills that were addressed in this unit are as follows: 

 Creating a prototype 

 Experimenting with different scripts 

 Collaborating with peers 

 

 

Grade 5 at Peck Place School, Race Brook School and Turkey Hill School 

 Since the addition of new fifth grade members district-wide, the students have been researching and 

taking notes on the 5 main types of bridges. We began the unit with a picture sorting activity. The students 

were given about 40 photographs of different types of bridges located in Europe and were asked to sort 

them into five categories. They were not told the names of the categories and therefore had to work 

together to determine how to sort them. Some groups were able to identify arch bridges and even 

suspension bridges! Currently, the students are researching and taking notes after learning about the five 

main types of bridges. 

 Our previous unit, the Stock Market Game was a big hit! Our groups ranked between 32 and 132 out 

of 140 teams. There were many financial lessons learned along the way, especially about risk taking. I found 

that once the students had the virtual $100,000 to spend they were much more conservative in their 

spending. It was also discovered that the best stocks are the most expensive per share like Amazon, Bank of 

America, etc. These types of stocks also returned the most money in a short amount of time.  

 

Grade 6 at Peck Place School and Race Brook School 

The sixth graders wrapped up the final bridge unit, FINALLY!  We discussed how unforeseen circumstances 

(snow days, field trips, assemblies, etc) effect the timeline of bridge construction.  In the final weeks of school, 

the students will be presenting their projects and/or proposals to the sixth grade classes and of course we will 

be testing them using a 7lb. brick.   

Skills addressed in this unit of study: 

 Develop a persuasive letter using specific characteristics of persuasion 

 Distinguish and analyze the attributes of bridges 

 Determine how forces act on structures 

 Determine scale of structures 

 Work cooperatively in small groups 

 Assess bridge designs  

 Modify bridge designs 
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SUMMER ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES  

 

http://ctgifted.org/website/cmsAdmin/uploads/Summer-Programs-spread%202019.doc.pdf 

http://ctgifted.org/website/cmsAdmin/uploads/Summer-Programs-spread%202019.doc.pdf

