
  

News From Mrs. Battles’ Class  

 February 24, 2016 

Things We’ve Been Working On 

Reading/Language Arts- Our unit on biographies was interesting and fun! We used 

various graphic organizers to gather facts and information about Helen Keller, 

George Washington, and Abe Lincoln. Students also learned about many other 

famous people as they read biographies independently and in reading groups. The 

“Can Character” book reports were done with creativity and care. Thank you for 

supporting your child with this project. They were very proud of themselves as 

they shared them with the class. 

In our Journeys anthologies, we’ve been enjoying many different genres. We read a 

beautifully illustrated biography about Helen Keller, an informational article called 

Super Storms, a folk tale entitled How Chipmunk Got His Stripes and the 

informational text Jellies. We’ve talked a lot about the ways that a character’s 

actions, thoughts, and words determine their character traits. We found text 

features, main ideas and details, and facts and opinions in informational text. 

Instruction in phonics has included adding endings to base words, words with th, 

ch, tch, wh, ph, and sh. Also, we have been practicing contractions and compound 

words. Fluency is improving as children practice “scooping” words into natural 

phrases. I appreciate your help with getting signatures on weekly poems. It really 

helps! 

The students developed opinion pieces with a strong topic sentence to introduce 

their opinion, at least three reasons to support their opinions, a concluding 

statement, and a comparison sentence. I am proud of their completed writing 

pieces. They also wrote a “Guess Who” paragraph describing themselves and their 

Valentine boxes.  We had fun at the party guessing who was who and the owner of 

the boxes.  

Math- We are well into Unit 4: Subtracting 2-digit Numbers.   



  

We are learning to subtract 2 digit numbers from 2 and 3 digit numbers. The 

students are certainly working hard and their understanding is getting clearer each 

day. We continue to practice counting dollars and coins. 

Other News and Reminders 

Thank you for the thoughtful Valentine’s Day cards, candy, carnations, and other 

treats.  Thank you to all who donated to our party.  

Happy January and February birthdays to Jake, Nicole, and James! 

 We‘re looking forward to our play next week! 

Thank you for checking and signing homework! 

 Please practice counting various coin combinations with your child. 

Report cards will be sent home on March 18. 

There is no school on March 24th and 25th. 

I hope you all enjoyed the two day break.  Spring is coming! 

Feel free to email me with any questions or concerns. kbattles@orange-ed.org 

 

 


