Peck Place School PTO Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2025
7:00 PM (Virtual)

1. Call to Order/ Pledge - 7:01pm
2. Teacher’s Report - Mrs. Patino

e On behalf of the teachers thank you for the PTO sponsored welcome back luncheon. Very
much appreciated.

e Teachers and students are all looking forward to the Fun Run.

e Grades 4 & 5 had a Fire assembly. There will be an optional at home fire safety poster
contest. There will be a Cash prize incentive which kids are excited about. The entries can
be collected in the main office.

3. Principal’s Report - Mrs. Lasto

e 4 teachersthat are pregnant and due in the month of December and all welcoming baby
girls! Lots of pink happening in Dec! Congratulations to all!

e Finding Nemo play auditions underway. Mrs Patino has a huge group of interested
students.

e Assessments will be happening in all grades over the next few weeks. Will be a way of
getting baseline data information. There is no preparation needed. Basic math, writing,
reading

e The playground is being constructed on the side of the school which will be available for
use for Grades 1&2 and possibly 3. It is currently an underused area.

e The additional playground was funded by The 21Ist century program. 21st century students
will utilize this safe space up until 6pm.

e The area is evolving and will have a fresh look. Trees were cut back in that area for safety

e The PTO should not be a sounding board. If there are specific questions or concerns they
should come to Mrs Lasto, who is available to meet even during non school hours.

e Shortened Lunch, there has been some rumbling about the shortened student lunches in
the cafeteria. In the past during a 30 min lunch there were increased incidences of
disrespect and heightened noise/volume which caused anxiety to some students. As part of
the solution around the 20 min mark they tried implementing games, videos, and joke of
the day during the last 10 min/ downtime. There are 388 students in total at Peck. It was
decided to separate the lunches out by grade. Grades 1&2 remain 30 min with 3 adults in
the cafe. 3rd, 4th 5th and 6th eat with their own grade level which allows them to go
through the line faster. They are more spread out. Same amount of adults. After 20 min,
they get to go back to the class supervised and can read and calm down for 10 min.

e Ifthey have not finished they can stay at a separate table and finish their lunch, or they can
bring an unfinished snack back to class for later in the day.

e The goalis for a more comfortable lunch environment for all.

4. Officer’s Reports
President’s Report - Anastasia Ganim/Rozina Jaser

o Welcome to new families and returning families.
o Thank you to volunteers who helped with welcome balloons for new students.



The PTO membership drive is active. If you haven't signed up/paid dues, please do so.
(Especially if you were selected to be a room parent please make sure you are an
active PTO member.

Room parent names were randomly selected and were notified today by email.

If you were not chosen, it is helpful to reach out to the room parents to offer as a
helping hand. Will be helpful if there are scheduling conflicts. It is nice to make it a
team effort.

There is a list of volunteer opportunities. Please sign up if interested!
Communication is best achieved through PTO Facebook/PTO Email
peckplacePTO@gmail.com and Remind text messages. In order to accommodate all
families we split it up by last name A-M, M-Z. Text 81010 with codes.

Student Volunteer opportunities to be discussed in the future. Ideas were discussed
such as the homework helper corner.

Vice President’s Report - Nikki Coppolla
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Committee Sign ups.

Currently need a yearbook co chair, Kara Goodrum is chair

6th grade fundraising needs a chair. It is one fundraiser (giftcard fundraiser). Reach
out to Mrs Lasto for more information if interested.

Treasurer’s Report - Mindy Adams
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25-26 year Proposed Budget reviewed.

Adopt a reader budget decreased- we had done coffee/pastries in the past which
wasn't utilized.

Book Fair budget increased slightly.

Field day increased cost slightly

Bus transport for field trips increased

Grade level grant increased to help off set cost for specific programs that they run
Hover craft project runs every other year- happening this year

Staff Appreciation budget week slightly increased

Yearbook budget increased slightly due to larger class size of 6th grade

Supplies: PTO purchased Ipad for ease of use with square reader

Golf Tournament- gifts purchased for participants.

Fun Run expenses

Parliamentarian’s Report - Courtney Marchese (not present)

Secretary Report - Dianna Fuehrlein

o

Approved Minutes from May 2025 meeting (11 participants approved)

Board of Education Report - Sarah Tonucci

o

Next BOE meeting to be held on Monday Sept 15

5. Committee Reports/Updates

e Golf Tournament - Gary Zerella

O

Friday, September 26
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o Sold Out Registration

o Still need Volunteers- ideally need 8-9 volunteers, currently have 5 volunteers

o Still in need of donations. Any restaurants, or businesses interested in donating Gary
is still looking for items for raffles

o Currently on pace to raise 8-9k..

o Raffle/ 50:50 raffle

e Picture Day - Rozina Jaser
o Grades 1-3: Monday, September 22
o Grades 4-6: Wednesday, September 24
o There will be a makeup day

e Fun Run - Dianna Fuehrlein- not present, Erin reported on Fun Run.
o Kick off begins on September 25 - actual fun run event will be taking place on
October 6
o Sponsors have come in. Sponsors name will be on the back of the Fun Run grade
colored T shirt

e Halloween Fair - Erin Kowaleski chair
o Friday, October 24
The event will be held in the evening 6-8pm.
There will be a Magician, DJ, working on hayride
Jennifer Wright will be making haunted hallway
In need of volunteers to help set up and take down.
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e Outdoor Classroom Initiative - Rozina Jaser
o Will be constructed in the outdoor space to the right of the school between
classrooms
Vendors and design is in place
Currently in the first phase of approval.
Once finalized, we will share that with all
Main focus to give a dynamic classroom space across the curriculum for all grade
levels.
o There will be a sun covering space, tables. It will be ADA complaint.
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6. Old Business
7. New Business

8. Anhouncements

Adjourn - TIME 7:46pm
Erin Motion to adjourn
13 hands raised.



