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Welcome Back Parents!
It has been a great first month of school in Room 503. I would 
like to take the opportunity to tell you how thrilled I am to be 
your child’s fifth grade teacher! I am looking forward to a great 
year and working closely together with you to ensure that your 
child has a successful school year.

Schedule
This year we will have the following specialist schedule. 
Please make sure that children are dressed appropriately.

Monday- Gym
Tuesday- Music
Wednesday- Library & Spanish
Thursday-Gym
Friday- Spanish & Art

Book Clubs
Students will be receiving various Scholastic Book Club 
catalogues throughout the year. In addition to paper copies of 
monthly catalogues, look for emails with digital flyers and easy 
ordering options.This is a great opportunity to buy reasonably 
priced reading books for your child. Information will be coming 
soon for our first order date!

Back-to-School Night
A special thank you to everyone who came to our Virtual 
Back-to-School Night on September 2nd. It was great to meet 
everyone! There is a copy of the powerpoint presentation 
uploaded to my website if you didn’t receive the back to school 
packet at Open House.

Beginning of Year Assessments
After spending the first few weeks of school getting to know 
one another, teachers have begun collecting assessment data 
to determine individual student learning levels. Students have, 
or will soon be, taking STAR Reading and Math tests, as well 
as, Universal Math and Reading assessments to help target 
instruction at each student’s level. These assessments will be 
used to guide instruction and provide baseline data to 
measure progress this year.

This Month’s Highlights

Math
We have kicked off the school year with a 2 week tune-up of 
skills learned in 4th grade. We have been reviewing basic 
computation and number sense skills. Our first unit this year will 
focus on Place Value and the base ten relationship in our 
number system.
Science
We have started our unit on the Water Cycle and Earth’s 
Systems. in the coming weeks we will continue to look at the 
importance of water and explore the ingenuity needed to find an 
maintain this valuable natural resource.
Social Studies 
We have launched our study of colonial America. Students will 
be learning about the early American settlements of Jamestown 
and Roanoke, along with the hardships and challenges that 
early settlers faced when coming to the “New World”.
Writers’ Workshop
The focus of our first writing unit will be Narrative 
writing.Students will be practicing planning, writing, 
and revising true stories from their own lives.
Language Arts
We have been setting the foundation for our literacy 
instruction by practicing the components of the Daily 3. Shortly, 
we will be kicking off our Journeys reading program focusing on 
the skills of summarizing and identifying the theme of a story.

Important Dates

Yom Kippur- No School
Thursday, September 16

STAR Reading/Math Screener
September 13-20

STAR Math/Reading Screener
September 21-27

Columbus Day- No School
Monday, October 11

Contact information
If at any time you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me! My goal is to make sure your 
child is happy, safe and is learning the fifth grade 
curriculum.

Thank you,

Mike Kowaleski

mkowaleski@orange-ed.org
Peck Place Phone (203) 891-8034


