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Board of Education

2024-2025 BUDGET



Letter From Board of Education

Dear Members of the Orange Community,

We are privileged to present the 2024-2025 Orange Public Schools District Budget. This budget proposal reflects our unwavering dedication to offering our students an 
exceptional educational experience. The proposed budget request is $24,268,493, representing a modest increase of 3.50% or $821,308 over the adjusted budget for the 
current year.

As we navigate the lingering effects of the pandemic and the town's economic challenges, we have meticulously crafted this budget to alleviate financial burdens on our 
community while prioritizing the needs of our students. Every decision made by the board reflects our commitment to fiscal responsibility and our core belief in providing the 
best education possible.

This budget embodies our commitment to sound financial management while upholding the excellent educational standards of the Orange Public Schools. It builds upon our 
foundation by supporting existing programs, fulfilling contractual obligations, and fostering an inclusive learning environment for all students, incorporating diverse 
instructional methods and leveraging technology for optimal learning outcomes.

We trust that the leadership of our community, including elected officials, civic leaders, and business owners, recognizes the critical importance of funding our schools 
adequately. Our community rightfully expects us to provide all children with comprehensive educational opportunities in a safe and nurturing environment. The Orange Board 
of Education respectfully submits the 2024-2025 budget request to the Orange Board of Finance for thoughtful review, consideration, and support.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support as we strive to provide the best education possible for the students of Orange.



ORANGE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Board of Education Members

Mr. William Kraut - Chairperson
Mr. Jeffery Cap - Vice Chairperson

Ms. Susan Riccio - Secretary
Mrs. Betty Hadlock

Ms. Ronnette Pompano James
Mrs. Tatiana Messina Mullen

Ms. Carmen Rodriguez
Mr. Anthony Scarinzi

Mrs. Elizabeth (Liz) Tremper
Mr. Ken Ziman

Board of Education Staff

Dr. Vince Scarpetti, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Evelyn Russo, Director of Curriculum & Personnel

Ms. Christine Koch, Business Manager
Dr. Denise Arterbery, Principal, Turkey Hill School

Mrs. Tricia Lasto, Principal, Peck Place School
Mrs. Elaine Watson, Principal, Mary L. Tracy School

Mrs. Katherine McNeil, Principal, Race Brook School
Mrs. Mary Edo, Director of Special Services

Mr. Michael Gray, Director of Business & Operations
Mr. Neil Armstrong, Interim Director of Technology



Our Mission is to...                

Inspire and empower each student to achieve
academic excellence, embrace social and individual
responsibility, and lead with integrity.

We believe all individuals should be valued and
treated with respect.

“Together WE will make a difference.”



HIGHLIGHTS: CURRENT YEAR  

● Literacy/Math - High Dosage Tutoring
● Mental Health/Social Work
● Security/Online Safety
● Innovative After School Programming
● Summer Enrichment

COMPETITIVE GRANT FUNDING



OUR GOALS: 2024-2025

● Resources to meet the needs of all students 
● Continue best practices in teaching and learning 
● Support student/staff success through technology 

hardware/software  
● Maintain instructional programming while responding to changing 

needs of students
● Provide safe environments 



Enrollment History  



2024 - 2025 EXPENSES 



Major Drivers for Increase 2024 - 2025

- Salaries & Benefits
- Health Insurance 
- Legal Fees 
- SPED Tuition to Other Schools
- SPED Outplaced Transportation 
- Utility Costs



Major Drivers for Decreases 2024 - 2025 

- Professional Services (23/24 Bldg Study)
- Furniture 
- School Supplies
- Contracted Services (HVAC - every 5 years)
- District Hardware & Software



BUDGET SUMMARY 

2023 - 2024 Adopted Budget     
$23,447,185

2024 - 2025 Proposed Budget     
$24,268,493

INCREASE:       $821,308 - 3.50%



SUMMARY - PROPOSED BUDGET



RIGHT TO READ ACT

During the 2023 legislative session, lawmakers passed the Right to 
Read Act, which will require that all Connecticut school districts shift to 
a reading program aligned with the Science of Reading — a body of 
research that shows the best way to teach reading is through five pillars 
of skill development: phonemic awareness, phonics, oral reading 
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.



Impact on Enrollment 















BUDGET REQUEST: 2024 - 2025

2023 - 2024 Adopted Budget     $23,447,185

2024-2025 Proposed Budget     $24,268,493

INCREASE:       $821,308      

3.50%



Thank You
for your

Continued Support!
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