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Students

Suicide Prevention and Intervention

The Board of Education recognizes that suicide is a complex issue and that, while the school
may recognize a potentially suicidal youth, it cannot make a clinical assessment of risk and
provide indepth counseling. Instead, the Board directs school staff to refer students who may be
at risk of attempting suicide to an appropriate service for professional assessment, counseling
and treatment services outside of the school.

The Board of Education recognizes the need for youth suicide prevention procedures and will
establish program(s) to identify risk factors for youth suicide, procedures to intervene with such
youth, referral services and training for teachers, other school professionals and students to
provide assistance in these programs.

Any school employee who may have knowledge of a suicide threat, attempt or ideation must take
the proper steps to immediately report this information to the building Principal or his/her
designee who will, in turn, notify the appropriate school officials, the Crisis Intervention Team,
the student's parent/guardian, and appropriate resource services outside and within the school
system.

In addition, information regarding the 988 crisis line should be made widely available in schools
and district offices. Text should note to call 988 if you are in emotional distress and/or you are
having suicidal ideations. It should also include that by calling 988, you will be provided with
support and connected to resources if needed.

Information concerning a student’s suicide attempt, threat, or risk will be shared with others to
the degree necessary to protect that student and others.
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